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Spring Equinox 2003 

Mark your Calendars!  

Saturday, April 26 

1:00-4:30  

  Earth Day 

 Energy Fair  
From  

the Ecology Action Center 

to the Coffeehouse  & Deli  

in Downtown Normal. 

     

ECOLOGY ACTION CENTER  

¶ Childrenôs Activities 

¶ Energy BikeðYou can ride it to see 

how CFLôs (Compact Fluorescent Light 

bulbs) use less energy than incandes-

cent light bulbs. 
¶ Insulation MeterðSee the advan-

tages of recycled paper over fiberglass/

foam polymer insulation 
¶ Giveawaysðenergy-savers. 

¶ Coupon for free drink at Coffeehouse. 

¶ Tour of an energy retrofit 1860ôs 

house complete will visual representa-

tions of energy efficiency in action.   

      

CONSTITUTION TRAIL  

¶ Booths  

¶ Performances (Jack Kaufmann, Rain 

Forest Theatre, Prairie Aviation Mu-

seumôs Wright Broôs Anniversary). 
      

ROCKYôS FENCE 

¶ Mural Painting-You can help! 
¶ Themes will incorporate images of the 

oceans, rivers, rain forests and prairies.        

      

COFFEEHOUSE & DELI  

¶ Food 

¶ Free drink with coupon 

¶ Energy retrofit displays 

      

     AWARDS& PRIZES  

¶ 4:00 P.M. 

¶ Childrenôs Art Contest, 

¶ Normalôs Clean-up/Green-up  

¶ World of Difference  

¶ McLean County Recycling  

 

      4:15 P.M.            

          RAFFLE DRAWING  

                                        FOR 2003  

 

 HONDA  CIVIC  HYBRID  CAR  

       

Up to the day of the drawing, youôll 

still be able to purchase the $50 raf-

fle tickets (limited to 550) at Brad 

Barker Honda, the Childrenôs Dis-

covery Museum, Common Ground, 

the Garlic Press.  Youôll still be able 

to buy tickets until 4:00 on the day 

of the drawing at the Ecology Action 

Center. 

Weôre looking forward to 

seeing you at the Energy 

Fair and wishing you a  

Happy Earth Day.  

               

                McLean County  

      Household  Hazardous       

        Waste Collection Day  

       Saturday May 3, 2003  

          8:00  A.M. -3:00  P.M.  

              Interstate Center  

          2301 W. Market ST.  

 Bloomington, IL.  
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We 
meet at 5:30 on the second Thurs-
day of each month at Barnes & No-
ble. Please join us.  
 

April 10    

Parklands: A History  by Mark Wyman 

Highlighting a world of prairies and forests that ex-

isted in central Illinois before the arrival of the set-

tlers, the book focuses upon prehistory, history and 

the environmental currents of the region. Written by 

ISUôs own history professor Mark Wyman about 

one of our favorite places 

 

May 8      

Silent Spring by Rachel Carson 

Focusing upon dangerous agricul-

tural chemicals capable of contami-

nating food sources, the book offers 

an in-depth account of widespread 

ecological degradation and its effects 

upon humans. We will take another 

look at this classic of environmental literature.  

 

June 12 

Iôm a Stranger Here Myself by Bill Bryson 

From the perspective of an American whose been 

living in England for the past 20 years, the book sar-

castically examines the idiosyncrasies of mainstream 

culture in the United States.  

 

Stacy Kolegas is finishing a double major in Art and Environ-

mental Studies as a senior at Illinois Wesleyan University.  As 

an intern at the EAC, sheôs working as a program coordinator 

and display designer. 

Tracey Swanson is completing a major in Political Science 

and minor in Peace & Conflict Resolution as a senior at Illinois 

State University.  While interning at the EAC, sheôs working as 

a program coordinator and doing research on Household Haz-

ardous Waste. 

Mark Stojak  is a senior Social Work major and Psychology 

minor at Illinois State University.  Heôs working with commu-

nity energy programs and keeping social activism alive as an 

intern for the EAC. 

Justin Orcutt  is a senior English major and Communications 

minor at Illinois State University.  As an intern with the EAC, 

heôs assuming technical writing duties encompassing every-

thing from newsletters to web-based eco-information. 

Melissa Schafman is finishing a Marketing major as a senior 

at Illinois State University.  While interning with the EAC, 

sheôs working on various marketing campaigns such as the 

Honda Hybrid Raffle and events to be held on Earth Day  

Krista Phelps is a senior Biology major at Illinois Wesleyan 

University.  As an intern at the EAC, sheôs primarily working 

with Girl Scout and recycling programs. 

Danielle Lureau is completing a Political Science major as a 

senior at Illinois Wesleyan University.  While interning at the 

EAC, sheôs working with Eco-Experience, the Business Mate-

rials Exchange and recycling programs. 

Jim August is a junior Recreation & Leisure major at Illinois 

State University.  Heôs working environmental education and 

summer programs as an intern with the EAC. 
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Contribute to the Ecology Action Center  
Name__________________________________    My Tax-deductible Gift: 

 

Address________________________________    O $10 Student                O $50 Earth Steward 

                                                                                 O $25 Individual            O $100 Earth Friend 

______________________________________     O $35 Family                 O $500 Eco Hero 

                                                                           Regardless of category, please give as you are able. 

Phone_______________________           

          O New Membership  O Renewal  O Endowment Fund 

E-mail 

                       Please send your donation to: Ecology Action Center, 202 W. College Ave., Normal, IL 61761-2552 



A public informational meeting 

regarding preliminary alternatives for 

the proposed U.S. Route 66 Bikeway 

was held March 11 at the Normal Public 

Library.  Members of the Illinois De-

partment of Transportation and McLean 

County Regional Planning Commission, 

along with engineers from Hanson Pro-

fessional Services and Massie & Massie 

Associates, were on hand to answer 

questions pertaining to the project. 

 ñWeôre already twelve months 

into an anticipated eighteen month 

Phase I study,ò says Kevin Seals of 

Hanson, ñthe purpose of which is to 

secure funding for design and planning 

of the Bikeway, which more than likely 

wonôt become a realization until several 

years into the future.ò 

 Spanning 17.2 miles in its en-

tirety, the Bikeway will be divided into 

two segments, one heading south from 

Bloomington to McLean, the other go-

ing north from Normal to Towanda.  

Eventually, it will extend all the way to 

Chenoa, thus completing the McLean 

County portion of the Bikeway and pro-

viding an integral link to the Route 66 

project.   

 According to Seals and the 

grand scheme of events, if enough states 

and counties become interested in the 

Bikeway, it could eventually extend 

cross-country, along Route 66, from 

Chicago to Los Angeles.  

 ñIn addition, weôre attempting 

to stay within the existing byways of the 

old highway, so that surrounding farm-

land isnôt harmed,ò says Seals. 

 However, despite careful con-

sideration on the part of the engineering 

team, two 16-30 by 200 ft. sections of 

timbered area near Funks Grove will 

need to be removed in order to complete 

the Bikeway.  

 ñWeôll be taking every consid-

eration to insure the least amount of 

environmental impacts with this project; 

although, cost considerations may limit 

us in being as thorough as weôd like to 

be,ò says Jeff Bushur of Hanson, 

ñWhile we might have to remove a few 

scrubby oaks and hickories, which donôt 

really matter anyhow, weôll be certain 

not to affect the native prairie grasses, 

wetlands or nature preserves along the 

route.ò 

 In regard to the aesthetics of 

the Bikeway, Sue Massie is confident 

that it will smoothly integrate itself with 

the existing plant and wildlife commu-

nity; therefore, contributing to the con-

tinual flux of nature.   

 ñItôs all about trail beautifica-

tion,ò says Massie, ñWeôll first look at 

the community level of involvement 

with the project, taking into account 

those changes theyôd like to see imple-

mented, then progress toward feasible 

improvements we feel can financially be 

brought about.ò 

As an alternative method of 

traveling to out-of-reach areas along the 

historic highway, the Bikeway will util-

ize the existing Constitution Trail, and 

thereby enable bicyclists and the like to 

easily use a familiar thoroughfare to 

reach a potentially unfamiliar variety of 

locales.  

 ñWeather permitting or not, I 

get on my bike and ride the length of 

Constitution Trail and back whenever I 

can; however, I often find myself want-

ing more,ò says bicyclist Justin Orcutt, 

ñTherefore, I think the proposed Bike-

way is a great idea that will inevitably 

end up pleasing a lot of bicyclists in 

McLean County.ò 

 Tying into the existing 

McLean County Regional Greenways 

Plan, the Bikeway will fulfill a key ele-

ment of the six-year-old plan to harmo-

niously juxtapose urbanization with the 

natural environment.  Furthermore, it 

will help to alleviate much of the cur-

rent congestion along Constitution Trail 

by enabling pedestrians the ability to 

spread themselves out along its new 

extensions. 

 ñThe Bikeway is one of the top 

priorities of the Greenways Plan,ò says 

Paul Russell, Director of the McLean 

County Regional Planning Commission, 

ñIts implementation is essential to ful-

filling our obligation to members of the 
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To raise environmental awareness, a Bike Ride For The Environment will be held on Saturday, April 12, at 9:00 A.M.  

Beginning at the Campustown parking lot in Peoria, cyclists will first stop at Bob Michaelsôs Bridge before heading to 

the Fondulac Park District Administration Building and bicycle trail head.   

     Arriving in downtown Mackinaw at 12:00 P.M., cyclists will take an hour for lunch and talk about urban solutions 

before heading toward Normal via the Constitution Trail.  Upon completing the 50 mile bike ride, cyclists will 

participate in a press-conference, dinner and reception with Mayor Koos at approximately 4:00 P.M. at the Ecol-

ogy Action Center.  The Honda Civic Hybrid car will be on display and tickets may be bought at that time. 

   Arranged stops along the way will be coordinated with open issued discussions covering such topics as air pollution, 

urban sprawl,  and recreational trails.  Questions may be addressed by calling David Pittman at (309) 673-6438.   



 Not only is it spring cleaning time, but itôs almost time for the McLean 

County Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day; therefore, itôs a good idea to 

start gathering together hazardous items that might spring-up during the cleaning 

process.   However, with all the various chemicals and cleaners that may emerge 

from the basement or garage, it might not be easy to identify between which ones 

are safe to dispose of conventionally, and which ones are hazardous and must be 

brought to the Collection Day.  Nonetheless, in order to make the process easier, a 

listing of acceptable and unacceptable items may be found below: 
 

          ACCEPTABLE ITEMS                                       UNNACEPTABLE ITEMS 
 

¶ Aerosol products  Hobby chemicals                         Agricultural waste 

¶ Antifreeze   Insecticides                    Business/Commercial waste 

¶ Batteries   Lawn chemicals                             Farm machinery oil 

¶ Cleaning products  Mercury                                        Fireworks/Explosives 

¶ Drain cleaner  Motor oil                                         Institutional waste 

¶ Fire extinguishers  Oil-based paint                                     Latex paint 

¶ Fluorescent bulbs  Paint thinner                                       Medical waste 

¶ Gasoline   Solvents                                            Smoke detectors  

¶ Herbicides    
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   CUT WASTE-SAVE ENERGY-REDUCE POLLUTION -  

                    PROTECT NATURAL RESOURCES           

¶ Since paper accounts for 40% of all municipal waste, recycled 

paper means less trash and lower disposal costs.   

¶ With the paper industry being the third largest consumer of energy in the U.S., 60-70% of this energy 

can be saved by using paper with recycled content.   

¶ As the U.S. uses 100 million tons of paper each year, increasing the use of recycled paper can save trees 

and landfill space.   

¶ With the paper industry being one of the largest polluters in the world, the use of recycled paper prod-

ucts not bleached in chlorine can reduce water pollution by 35% and air pollution by 74%. 

Paper made from 100% post consumer pulp, produced through a chlorine-free pulping and  

bleaching process, is now available at Le Print Express in the Wal-Mart Super-centers in 

Normal and Bloomington.  You may now request your next copy or print job to be put on 

100% recycled paper, which may also be purchased by the ream or case. 
Le Print Express  Normal:                  (309) 451-1220 

Le Print Express  Bloomington:         (309) 827-2060 

 

McLean County Household  Hazardous  Waste Collection Day  

 Saturday May 3, 2003                   8:00  A.M. -3:00  P.M.  

Interstate Center    2301 W. Market ST.     Bloomington, IL.  



 Household Hazardous Waste  LINKS  

 
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency        www.epa.state.il.us/ or (217) 785-8604  

Illinois Department of Natural Resources         www.dnr.state.il.us/ or (217) 524-4126  

Union of Concerned Scientists                          www.ucsusa.org/index 

Resources for the Future                                    www.rff.org  

Alternatives to Hazardous Products      http://es.epa.gov/news/contacts/newltrs/shopping 

Educational Resources for Household Hazardous Waste     www.urbanoptions.org      5 

  

April  

8:        7:00 P.M.  ð JWP Audubon Board Meeting at the Ecology Action Center 

10:       5:30 P.M.   ð  Eco-Readers Book Discussion: Parklands: A History at Barnes & Noble 

12:        9:00 A.M.  ð  Bike Ride for the Environment 

 10:00 A.M.  ð  Girl Scout WaterDrop Patch program at Camp Peairs on Lake 

Bloomington 
13:  1:30 P.M.   ð  ParkLands: Early Flower Walk meet at the Merwin South Gate 

19:  9:00 A.M.-12 P.M.   ð  Electronics Recycling Collection Day  

22:  11:00 A.M.  ð  Earth Day at ISUï Student Environmental Health Association 

23:  9:30 A.M.  ð  Conservation Days for 3rd grade students  

 5:00 P.M.      ð  EAC Board Meeting 

25: 7 P.M.    ð  Wild World: The Secret Life of Animals at St. Johns Lutheran  

    Church.  Dr. Gesundheit can transform into amazing creatures to tell a story of biodiveristy.  

26:        1:00 P.M.     ð  Earth Day Energy Fair at Ecology Action Center  

 9:30 A.M.        ð ParkLands: Plant Prairie forb root stock at Lexington Prairie   

29: 5:00 P.M.  ð Ecology Action Center Volunteer Appreciation at the EAC 

May  

3:  8:00 A.M.      ð    Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day at the Interstate Center (No walk-ins)  

 9:00 A.M.  ð      ParkLands: Garlic Mustard Control meet at the Merwin South Gate  

4:  8:30 A.M.  ð      ParkLands:  Bird Walk meet at the Gas Well Gate 

8:  5:30 P.M.      ð     Eco-Readers Book Discussion 

10:  9:00 A.M.   ð      ParkLands: Garlic Mustard Control meet at the Merwin South Gate  

11:   1:30 P.M.   ð      ParkLands: Late Flower Walk meet at Merwin South Gate  

17:        9:00 A.M.    ð     Electronics Recycling Collection Day 

No New Nukes 
Did you know that the Clinton 

Power plant wants to build a sec-

ond reactor? A new group has 

formed around concerns about 

this planned new construction in 

Clinton. If you are concerned 

about nuclear power and you 

would like more information, 

contact Sandra Lindberg at 

sdlindber@netscape.net 

The Sugar Grove Nature Center announces some upcoming programs 

 

October 2, 3, 6 or 7  --  ñHistory of the Illinois Prairie and its Peopleò   9:00-2:00   

A program designed to reflect the evolution of Illinois.  Students explore the past by 

recreating historical experiences through hands-on activities.  Past activities have 

included:  making clay bricks, writing legends, observing cloud formations and plant-

ing and harvesting crops.   

October 9 or 10     ñVoices From The Prairieò School Chautauqua   9:00-2:00 

History comes alive!  Students will witness a living Illinois timeline from 1750-1850 

in our outdoor amphitheater.  First person presenters, stage performances and crafts-

people will present the history of Illinois.  Students participate in a 5 hour educational 

day that includes the amphitheater programs, guided hike and lunch. 

October 11 & 12  ñVoices From The Prairieò Chautauqua  10-4 each day  Open 

to the Public.  Stage performances, encampments, storytellers, crafts and skills dem-

onstrations will be set up throughout the site.  An exhibition tent will host exhibitors 

sharing information on Illinois natural resources, history and educational materials. 

 

If you are interested in participating in any of the Chautauqua program, please contact 

Sugar Grove Nature Center at (309)874-2174.  


