





Storm Drain Stenciling

The EAC's storm water efforts focus on educating
McLean County residents about harmful storm water
pollution. As part of this effort, the EAC regularly
coordinates storm water stenciling events, in which
volunteers spray paint “Drain to Stream, Keep it Clean”
reminders near storm drains (right). Leaves, litter,
pesticides, and other chemicals from lawn are washed
into waterways during storms.

In 2015, 86 volunteers spent 313 hours painting 416
storm water inlets as part of the EAC’s ongoing storm drain stenciling program. Areas stenciled
by volunteers can be seen on the map below.

In addition to stenciling, information about reducing storm water runoff pollution was distributed
to 1,784 homes in the Bloomington-Normal area.
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Turn on the energy savings.

The EAC's BN EnergyBright program had a
successful first year, conducting 61 home energy
audits and five business energy audits.

BN EnergyBright is a comprehensive community
energy program designed to increase energy
efficiency for homes and businesses, while also
promoting energy conservation.

The EAC, in partnership with the Town of Normal
and the City of Bloomington, are working to
reduce the community’s overall electricity
demand.

During the winter, EAC offered discounted Home
and Small Business Energy Assessments.

Staff inspected building structures, mechanical
systems, lighting, and insulation levels. Each
client was given an Energy Kit, which includes
weatherproofing for one door or two windows,
an LED lamp, foam gaskets for sealing electrical
outlets, and informational materials.

Left Photo: Energy Program Coordinator Marcus Ricci assesses a failed door threshold.
Top Right Photo: Uninsulated water pipes on a hot water heater.
Bottom Right Photo: Poorly insulated attic with uninsulated cabinet soffit.
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Radon Awareness Program

Ruth Ann Lipic, EAC Radon Program Coordinator, discusses radon at an informational booth at the 2015 Illinois
Sustainable Living and Wellness Expo held at lllinois Wesleyan University.

The Ecology Action Center's Radon Awareness Program is designed to increase public awareness
about the dangers of radon—a radioactive, colorless, and odorless gas—in homes. Exposure to
radon over time can cause damage to lung tissue and lead to lung cancer.

The Radon Awareness Program encourages community homeowners to make a long-term
investment to reduce and prevent radon exposure. The program is funded by the State Indoor Radon
Grant, which is administered by the Illinois Emergency Management Agency.

The EAC offers information about radon on its website, as well as maintains an informational
display and sells radon test kits within the Center. Radon test kits are provided free of charge to new
Habitat for Humanity homeowners.

In 2015, the EAC sold 220 home radon test kits and staffed informational booths at events such as
the lllinois Sustainable Living and Wellness Expo (above).
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Ecology Action Center Events

llinois Sustainable Living
and Wellness Expo
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Volunteers staff the EAC booth at the 2015 lllinois
Sustainable Living and Wellness Expo.

For more than a decade, the annual lllinois
Sustainable Living and Wellness Expo has
been a spring tradition in the Bloomington-
Normal community. lllinois Wesleyan
University and the EAC co-sponsored this
one-day event that provided information
about a myriad of topics including local food,
solar panels, and bicycle repair.

The Expo also featured seminars,
entertainment, fitness demonstrations, and a
Renewable Fashion Challenge fashion show
featuring re-purposed outfits made from
pieces obtained at thrift stores. This event
brought awareness about the significant
environmental impact of the fashion industry,
and encouraged participants to look beyond
the mall when making clothing choices.

The event was a zero-waste event, which
generated one bag of trash from more

than 3,000 participants. Source reduction,
recycling, composting, making literature
available online, and washing reusable dishes
accounted for this success.

Annual Yard Smart
Garden Walk

2015 marked the 13th annual Yard Smart
Garden Walk. Sixty-five community members
participated in the walk.

Public spaces were the focus of this Yard
Smart Garden Walk, featuring the Normal
Public Library, the Mennonite Church, the
lllinois Wesleyan University Peace Garden,
the Refuge Food Forest, and the local
Community Garden. These spaces illustrated
Yard Smart principles that reduce harmful
impacts on clean water.

The McLean County Freecycle offered a
plant and garden tool exchange in which
participants could donate and take plants
and garden tools free of charge.

As with other EAC events, the Yard Smart
Garden Walk was a zero-waste event, with
no trash generated during the lunch portion.
Attending participants were encouraged to
carpool to reduce pollution.




We Care Twin Cities Races

For the fourth consecutive year, the Ecology Action

Center served as the coordinating sponsor of the We Care
Twin Cities Races. Over a two-day period, more than 800
athletes participated in a kid's run, a 5K and 10K, and a half
marathon throughout Bloomington and Normal. Hundreds
of volunteers and a dedicated race committee made this
event possible.

The EAC acted as the main administrator, managing the
website, coordinating the volunteer registration process
and race committee, providing financial oversight, and
securing partnerships with local governmental agencies.

The We Care Twin Cities Races are the largest zero-waste
events in lllinois, with less than five pounds of waste
generated in the 2015 event. Reusable Hydrapouches were
clipped to runners and refilled with water, which prevented
more than 5,000 disposable cups from entering the landfill.
Additionally, discarded food was composted, additional
materials were recycled, and upcycled trophies were used
as awards.

As envisioned by race director Dan Anderson five years
ago, this event provided an opportunity for 13 nonprofit
organizations in McLean County to participate. These
nonprofit partners provided volunteers and runners, and
raised funds and awareness for their own organizations.
The event resulted in a net profit of more than $9,000 for
the EAC, which will be used to supplement other funding
sources in efforts to improve the local environment.

More than 800 runners participated in the
2015 We Care Twin Cities Races, raising
money for 13 nonprofit organizations and
generating less than five pounds of waste
during the event.

wecaretwincitiesmarathon.org



Awards and Recognitions

Front Left to Right: Wayne Aldrich (EAC Board Ex-Officio-Normal), Carl Teichman (EAC Board Member), Nancy
Armstrong (EAC Board President), Michael Brown (Executive Director of the EAC), Mike O'Grady (EAC Board Member),
and Kari Sandhaas (EAC Board Member).

The Ecology Action Center was named the 2015 recipient of the McLean County Chamber of
Commerce’s Nonprofit Excellence Award. This award is presented to a local nonprofit that is
committed to make the community a better place to live.

Each year, the McLean County Chamber of Commerce recognizes the accomplishments and
contributions of its members who have shown outstanding performance, quality customer service,
and business distinctiveness.

2015 Top-Rated Nonprofit

For the fourth year in a row, the Ecology Action
Center was honored to receive the 2015 Top-
Rated Nonprofit award from GreatNonprofits.
This award is presented to nonprofits with large
numbers of positive reviews from volunteers,
donors, and community members.

Thank you for your continued support!
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2015 Sponsors & Contributors

Local Government Funders

Town of Normal
Bloomington Normal Water Reclamation

McLean County
City of Bloomington

Grantors

[llinois Emergency Management Agency « lllinois Environmental Projection Agency

Nonprofit Partners

Home Sweet Home Ministries

lllinois Green Business Association

Event Sponsors & Contributors
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Athletico Physical Therapy
Avanti's
Bloomington-Normal Marriott
Bobzbay

Bower Orthodontics
Carlson Exteriors

Casey's Garden Shop
Coldwell Banker - Greg Yount
Connoisseur Media
Country Financial

Culligan Water

Developing Melodies
Eastview Christian Church
Fleet Feet

Four Seasons Health Club
Green Top Grocery
Growmark

Heartland Bank

Henson Disposal

Hewlett Packard
Hollehock Designs

[llinois Farm Bureau

Elevate Energy

LaGondola

Matt Fraker and Sherri Thornton
Midwest Fiber

Midwest Food Bank

Mike's Collision Center

Minerva

Mitsubishi Motors North America
My Lean Body Boot Camp

Prairie Signs

Progressive Asset Management
Radio Bloomington

Republic Services

State Farm

Stout Chiropractic

The Workout Company

Town of Normal

U of | Extension

WGLT

WJBC

Zozzaro Chiropractic



2015 Financial Summary: Expenses

Property  Volunteer Food ; Refund

Travel Maintenance 0.37% Meg:ggg/dlse ok

Dues & Subscriptions _ 0.66% 0.59% 35%
0.67%

Bank Service Charges
0.17%

Sales Tax Remitted
0.09%

Postage
) . cellaneous &
Office Equipment & Supplies

1.07% Equipment Maintenance
Web/IT 0.01%
Insurance S‘? raf;zzs State Filing Fees
1.15% i 0.01%
Printing L_‘l“gig‘;s
1.51% =~

Program Food & Supplies
2.72%

Conferences & Training
1.95%

Professional Fees
2.52%

Recycling
6.06%

HHW Contractor
29.91%

Total Expenses for 2015: $450,225
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2015 Financial Summary: Revenue

Reimbursements  Merchandise & Food Sales
2.25% .96%

Membership Dues
3.39%

Recycled Commodities
40%

Sponsorships

Contributions Income
7.79%

Fundraiser Proceeds
8.22%

Total Revenue for 2015: $453 207
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Ecology Action Center Staff
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Michael Brown Kris Hall Marcus Riici Ruth Ann Lipic  Larissa Armstrong
Executive Director Assistant Director Energy Program Radon Program Program Assistant
Coordinator Coordinator

Report designed by
Caitlin Perry

Sally Stonekind  Glen Wetterow

Gary Kamplain Seth Rients
Program Assistant Solid Waste Bookkeeper Program Assistant
Technician

2015-2016 Board of Directors

Nancy Armstrong | President Myra Gordon
Carlo Robustelli | Former President Charlotte Brown
Tim Golliday | Vice President Kari Sandhaas
Adrienne Ohler | Treasurer Carl Teichman
Charles Bristow | Secretary Laurine Brown
Wayne Aldrich | Ex-Officio Normal Missy Nergard
Steve Arney | Ex-Officio Bloomington Mauricio Sadicoff
George Gordon | Ex-Officio McLean County Mike O'Grady

Contact Us

202 W. College Avenue :’ ECOLOGY 309.454.3169

Normal, lllinois 61761 e . )  ACTION CENTER ecologyactioncenter.org

N
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